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Mr. Chairman,

I have the pleasure to introduce a number of reports of the Advisory Committee
on proposals of the Secretary-General, as well as on statements of financial
implications of draft resolutions of the General Assembly.

I  United Nations Assistance Mission in Somalia

With respect to the United Nations Assistance Mission in Somalia, the
Advisory Committee recommends approval of the staffing resources proposed by the
Secretary-General, with the exception of two staff'mg positions.

The Committee commends the Mission's phased deployment strategy, which
takes into account the security situation in the mission area, and it also encourages the
Secretary-General to take all necessary precautions to minimize the risk to the
Mission's staff.

Regarding the collaboration between UNSOM and the United Nations Support
Office for AMISOM (UNSOA), the Advisory Committee expects that a clear
separation will be maintained between the operational budgets and costs of the two
missions. The Committee also requests that this separation be shown clearly in future
budget submissions.

The Committee recommends an overall reduction in the level of requested
resources for 2014 of $1,702,500, which includes a reduction of $1,404,800 under
operational costs, in view of the low level of expenditure in 2013.

II. Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) - United
Nations Joint Mission in Syria

Turning to the report of the Advisory Committee on the Organisation for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons - United Nations Joint Mission in Syria, the
Committee recommends against the approval of 3 of the 123 positions proposed,
comprising one position in the Donor Coordination/Advisory Cell based in Cyprus
and two positions in the Liaison Office in New York.

Furthermore, noting that the proposed estimates for staffing requirements are
based on high vacancy rates, the Advisory Committee is of the opinion that, given the
short duration of the mission, consideration could have been given to presenting a



streamlined staffing structure based on an assessment of the personnel that could
realistically be brought on board during the timeframe of the operation of the Mission.
The Committee recommends that the General Assembly request the Secretary-
General to analyse the lessons learned in this regard, and to refine, as appropriate, the
current practice for estimating requirements for missions with similar characteristics
as the OPCW-United Nations Joint Mission.

The Advisory Committee sought clarification and further justification
regarding a number of issues concerning the Joint Mission. However, as the
Committee received the report of the Secretary-General very late in its session, it was
not in a position to conduct a detailed examination of all the proposals. The
Committee therefore recommends that the General Assembly request the Secretary-
General to report comprehensively on resource utilization in the performance report.

III.   Revised estimates resulting from resolutions and decisions adopted by the
Human Rights Council at its twenty-second, twenty-third and twenty-fourth
sessions

Mr. Chairman,

While the Advisory Committee has no objection to the resources proposed by
the Secretary-General in his report on the revised estimates resulting from resolutions
and decisions adopted by the Human Rights Council at its twenty-second, twenty-
third and twenty-fourth sessions (A/68/634), it recommends that the General
Assembly request the Secretary-General to provide information on the
accommodation of additional requirements in the context of the performance report in
the biennium 2014-2015. The Committee encourages the Secretary-General to
continue to accommodate, to the extent possible, additional requirements for
mandated activities from existing resources, while ensuring the effective
implementation of mandates.

IV. Human Rights Committee: programme budget implications of draft
resolution A/C.3/68/L.31/Rev. 1

Mr. Chairman,

Regarding the programme budget implications of draft resolution
A/C.3/68/L.31/Rev. 1 on the Human Rights Committee (A/C.5/68/15), the Advisory
Committee notes that additional resource requirements relate to one week of
meeting time for the Human Rights Committee in 2014 as a temporary measure to
address the backlog of communications under the first Optional Protocol to the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. The Committee has no
objection to the additional resource requirements amounting to $1.5 million under the
proposed programme budget for 2014-2015.



V. United Nations Human Rights Training and Documentation Centre for
South-west Asia and the Arab Region: Programme budget implications of draft
resolution A/C.3/68/L.52/Rev.1

Turning to the programme budget implications of draft resolution
A!C.3/68/L.52/Rev. 1 on the United Nations Human Rights Training and
Documentation Centre for South-west Asia and the Arab Region, the Advisory
Committee notes that the functions of the current P-5 extrabudgetary post of Head of
the Centre are proposed to be subsumed under a new regular budget post, and it
therefore considers that this proposal should have been reflected as a conversion of an
existing post financed from extrabudgetary sources. In this regard, the Committee
reiterates its recommendation regarding posts proposed for conversion that the
pertinent recruitment, rules and regulations be applied to as if they were new posts.
The Committee does not object to the additional resource requirement amounting to
$2,166,600 (net) for the biennium 2014-2015.

VL Implementation of the outcome of the United Nations Conference on Human
Settlements (Habitat II) and strengthening of the United Nations Human
Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat): Programme budget implications of draft
resolution A/C.2/68/L.61

Mr. Chairman,

Regarding the programme budget implications of draft resolution
A/C.2/68/L.61 on the Implementation of the outcome of the United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II) and strengthening of the United
Nations Human Settlements Programme, the Advisory Committee does not object to
the additional resources requirement amounting to $2,073,700 under the proposed
programme budget for the biennium 2014-2015.

VII. Follow-up to and implementation of the Mauritius Strategy for the Further
Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of
Small Island Developing States: Programme budget implications of draft
resolution A/C.2/68/L.67

Mr. Chairman,

The Advisory Committee considered the programme budget implications of
draft resolution A/C.2/68/L.67, relating to the convening of a Third international
conference on small island developing States in 2014, in which the Secretary-General
proposes additional resource requirements for the meetings of the preparatory
committee for the Conference and for the Conference itself. The Committee has no
objection to the additional resource requirement of $762,600 under section 2 of the
proposed programme budget for the biennium 2014-2015.



VIII.  Contingency Fund: consolidated statement of programme budget
implications and revised estimates for the biennium 2014-2015

Regarding the report of the Advisory Committee on the Contingency Fund and the
consolidated statement of programme budget implications and revised estimates for
the biennium 2014-2015, the Committee points out that the provision of an updated
list on the consolidated list of requirements annexed to the Secretary-General's report
is required so that the General Assembly can consider the potential charges related to
new and expanded mandates to be charged against the contingency fund for the
biennium 2014-2015.

The Advisory Committee recalls its previous observation that it is the
responsibility of the Secretary-General to ensure that the proposed programme budget
presents the fullest possible picture of the Organization's requirements for any given
biennium. The Committee stresses that every effort should be made to incorporate
additional requirements into the initial budget proposals at all times. The Committee
also recalls its view that the contingency fund is an essential budgetary instrument for
addressing additional resource requirements and it emphasizes the need to adhere to
the provisions of General Assembly resolutions 41/213 and 42/211 in this regard.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.




